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February 9, 2022

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend, Con-
gressman JIM LANGEVIN from Rhode Is-
land, for joining me and introducing
this resolution to recognize the impor-
tance of career and technical edu-
cation.

We will continue to work hard to
close the Nation’s skills gap.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE UNITED
STATES POSTAL SERVICE

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Postal Service
Reform Act of 2022, bipartisan legisla-
tion to help the U.S. Postal Service re-
main financially viable and ensure it
provides the high quality of service
that Americans expect and deserve.

Even before this pandemic began, the
post office and our postal workers
played a critical role in our country,
ensuring that folks across our Nation
received essential packages and letters,
including medication, food, supplies,
ballots, and notes from loved ones.

And this importance only grew dur-
ing the pandemic.

Now, unfortunately the Postal Serv-
ice has faced serious financial chal-
lenges in recent years, even as postal
workers serviced more locations. It has
been burdened by, among other things,
a requirement that no employer in pri-
vate industry has, to prefund benefits
for workers who, frankly, haven’t even
been born yet.

That is why this week I voted for the
bipartisan Postal Service Reform Act.
This bill makes some commonsense re-
forms to save the Postal Service bil-
lions of dollars, to have the backs of
the terrific professionals who work for
the Postal Service, to improve the
service’s performance, and to ensure
that folks in my region and around our
country can rely on the delivery of
paychecks, prescriptions, tax returns,
and more.

We have got to get this bill signed
into law.

———
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
JOEL “JOE” STEVENSON

(Mrs. BOEBERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to commemorate the life of Montezuma
County commissioner, Joel ‘‘Joe’” Ste-
venson. He will be remembered as a
larger-than-life champion of rural Col-
orado who never wavered in his belief
that the world needs more cowboys.

He was a rancher, a caring husband, a
loving father, and a friend. Joe was a
happy warrior, and his passion with a
smile will continue to inspire me as I
serve in Congress and generations to
come. Joe devoted his life to the agri-
culture community where he served his
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neighbors as a brand inspector for the
Colorado Department of Agriculture
for 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, Joe’s life of service has
come to an end but his legacy will live
on in Montezuma County and the Colo-
rado agriculture community; and in his
wife, Sheree; and his children, Colette,
Chelsi, Mary Jo, Jodie, and Sam; and
in his 7 grandchildren who affection-
ately called him ‘“‘Papa.”

Mr. Speaker, I take comfort knowing
God’s wraparound presence is sur-
rounding Joe’s family today and he has
entered into the joy of his Lord. Amer-
ica needs more cowboys like my friend,
Joe Stevenson, but I know that heaven
just gained one.

——
GLOBAL RESPECT ACT

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 900, I call up the
bill (H.R. 3485) to impose sanctions on
foreign persons responsible for viola-
tions of internationally recognized
human rights against lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, queer and intersex
(LGBTQI) individuals, and for other
purposes, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 900, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs printed in
the bill, an amendment in the nature of
a substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 117-30 is adopt-
ed, and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 3485

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global Respect
Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The dignity, freedom, and equality of all
human beings are fundamental to a thriving
global community.

(2) The rights to life, liberty, and security of
the person, the right to privacy, and the right to
freedom of expression and association are fun-
damental human rights.

(3) An alarming trend of violence directed at
LGBTQI individuals around the world con-
tinues.

(4) Approximately one-third of all countries
have laws criminalizing consensual same-sexr re-
lations, and many have enacted policies or laws
that would further target LGBTQI individuals.

(5) Every year thousands of individuals
around the world are targeted for harassment,
attack, arrest, and murder on the basis of their
sexual orientation or gender identity.

(6) Those who commit crimes against LGBTQI
individuals often do so with impunity, and are
not held accountable for their crimes.

(7) In many instances police, prison, military,
and civilian government authorities have been
directly complicit in abuses aimed at LGBTQI
citizens, including arbitrary arrest, torture, and
sexual abuse.

(8) Celebrations of LGBTQI individuals and
communities, such as film festivals, Pride
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events, and demonstrations are often forced un-
derground due to inaction on the part of, or
harassment by, local law enforcement and gov-
ernment officials, in violation of freedoms of as-
sembly and expression.

(9) Laws criminalizing consensual same-sex
relations severely hinder access to HIV/AIDS
treatment, information, and preventive measures
for LGBTQI individuals and families.

(10) Many countries are making positive de-
velopments in the protection of the basic human
rights of LGBTQI individuals.

SEC. 3. SANCTIONS ON INDIVIDUALS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AGAINST LGBTQI PEOPLE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act and
biannually thereafter, the President shall trans-
mit to the appropriate congressional committees
a list of each foreign person the President deter-
mines, based on credible information, including
information obtained by other countries or by
nongovernmental organizations that monitor
violations of human rights—

(1) is responsible for or complicit in, with re-
spect to persons based on actual or perceived
sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex char-
acteristics—

(A) cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or
punishment;

(B) prolonged detention without charges and
trial;

(C) causing the disappearance of such persons
by the abduction and clandestine detention of
such persons; or

(D) other flagrant denial of the right to life,
liberty, or the security of such persons; or

(2) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a for-
eign person in a matter relating to an activity
described in paragraph (1).

(b) FORM; UPDATES; REMOVAL.—

(1) FORM.—The list required by subsection (a)
shall be transmitted in unclassified form and
published in the Federal Register, except that
the President may include a foreign person in a
classified, unpublished annex to such list if the
President—

(A) determines that—

(i) it is vital for the national security interests
of the United States to do so; and

(ii) the use of such annex, and the inclusion
of such person in such annezx, would not under-
mine the overall purpose of this section to pub-
licly identify foreign persons engaging in the
conduct described in subsection (a) in order to
increase accountability for such conduct; and

(B) not later than 15 days before including
such person in a classified annex, provides to
the appropriate congressional committees notice
of, and a justification for, including or con-
tinuing to include each foreign person in such
annexr despite the existence of any publicly
available credible information indicating that
each such foreign person engaged in an activity
described in subsection (a).

(2) UPDATES.—The President shall transmit to
the appropriate congressional committees an up-
date of the list required by subsection (a) as new
information becomes available.

(3) REMOVAL.—A foreign person may be re-
moved from the list required by subsection (a) if
the President determines and reports to the ap-
propriate congressional committees mnot later
than 15 days before the removal of such person
from such list that—

(A) mew, credible information is discovered
confirming that such person did not in fact en-
gage in the activity for which the person was
included in such list;

(B) such person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity in which such person
engaged; or

(C) such person has credibly demonstrated a
significant change in behavior, has paid an ap-
propriate consequence for the activities in which
such person engaged, and has credibly com-
mitted to not engage in an activity described in
subsection (a).
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